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Beta Delta Chapter 
Submitted by Stacey Maurin, Chapter President 

     LSUõs Beta Delta Chapter kept busy during this last 

semester. Danielle Mitchell, 2008 Beta Delta Chapter 

President, joined us at a fall meeting as a guest 

speaker. Ms. Mitchell spoke to our members about her 

new teaching experiences post graduation. Members 

asked questions and received insight as to what can be 

expected in the early years of the teacher profession. 

Our members also enjoyed mingling over ice cream and 

hot chocolate at our chapter socials throughout the 

semester. As the cold winter weather approached, our 

chapter had a blanket-making party. Members brought 

in fleece material to make colorful fringe blankets to be 

donated to the Battered Womenõs Program for the 

women and children to use this winter. A school sup-

plies drive was held and also donated for the children 

of the Battered Womenõs Shelter to use. Every year 

around Halloween, Baton Rougeõs Zoo hosts Boo at the 

Zoo. Our members volunteered for various activities, 

such as face painting and handing candy to trick-or-

treaters to help the zoo promote a happy, safe, family 

fun day for Halloween. Our chapter participated in a 

service work day at Parker House, a residential care 

facility for abused or neglected children up to age 

twelve. Members spruced up the house grounds just in 

time for the holiday season. Not only did we clean up 

the exterior of the house, but we were able to visit with 

the children, which 

truly made for a spe-

cial day. As the se-

mester comes to a 

close, excited newly 

elected 2010 officers 

(shown in picture) 

have already begun 

planning new service 

projects for the upcoming year. 

 

Alpha Sigma 
Submitted by Stacy Hughey Surman, Advisor 

     The Alpha Sigma Chapter of Kappa Delta Epsilon at 

The University of Alabama has been busy this semes-

ter! Beginning in September, members participated in 

the òTogether We Canó annual SEC food drive, collect-

ing food for our respective communities with the help 

of our secretary, Natalie Keene. At our Welcome Back 

Meeting in September, President Alison Thompson in-

troduced our theme of the year, òBuilding Better Educa-

torsó, and set forth a plan for professional development 

that included classroom management, professionalism, 

and interview skills. In October, members donated food 

to the Beat Auburn/Beat Hunger Food Drive, the pri-

mary food drive for the West Alabama Area for the holi-

day season. In addition, members collected and do-

nated books and funds to the 2009 Books for the Ala-

bama Black Belt Campaign in support of the project 

goal to provide one book for every child in the Black 

Belt. In November, our treasurer, Brandi Hayes, intro-

duced the service project òVFW Care Basketsó. Alpha 

Sigma donated $100 for supplies and several mem-

bers participated, along with students at Collins River-

side Middle School, in putting the baskets together in 

time for the holidays.  

     We hope that all chapters had a wonderful fall and 

look forward to the Spring Semester and the Regional 

Conference! 

 

Beta Omega 
Submitted by Darlene Thomas 

     First, let me congratulate all those chapters who 

sent articles for the last issue of THE CURRENT. There 

was no space for a Beta Omega article! I challenge you 

all to fill up the Spring Issue, as well! 

     Beta Omega members met with Omicron in Novem-

ber at the Irondale Café. Our 

guest speaker was a librarian 

from the Irondale Library who 

shared useful information re-

garding current library re-

sources. Our thanks to Omicron 

for arranging this informative 

meeting. 

     Members met at OõCharleyõs in December for our 

Christmas Luncheon. We shared good food, good con-

versation, and Christmas cheer. In addition, Christmas 

is the time of year when we contribute toys for children 

of families in need. This year we chose to donate the 

toys via Loweõs for distribution to needy children. Christ-

(Continued on page 2) 
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KDE Supplies 
     The following KDE initiation supplies may be ordered from 

our National Treasurer BEFORE your initiation. Use KDE form 

115 to order: 

¶ Membership Cards 

¶ Recognition of Initiation Leaflets 

¶ KDE Handbooks 

¶ KDE Clutch back pins 

¶ KDE Membership Certificates 

     After your initiation, be sure to send in the Initiation Reports 

with $35 per initiate. 

Honor Cords 
     Honor Cords are available for graduating seniors. Check 

with your college/university for guidelines. Honor cords may be 

purchased using the Priced Materials Order Form (form 116) for 

$7 each. Be sure to allow sufficient time for receipt of cords to 

be available at graduation. 

Contact  National Treasurer Suzanne Brown. 

      

mas decorations, holiday feeling, meeting with dear friends, 

and the opportunity to help provide Christmas for children 

combined to make this one of our favorite meetings of the 

year. 

 

Beta Kappa Chapter 
Submitted by Shannon Scullion 

     The Fall 2009 semester was very successful for Beta 

Kappa at Carlow University. Our chapter inducted seven new 

members for the fall! We 

have accomplished many 

things this semester. To-

gether we raised 220 Educa-

tion Box Tops for the campus 

daycare, donated over 33 

bags of clothes to a local 

homeless shelter called the 

Jubilee Kitchen, and we also 

put up posters for Education 

Week. Each day we added a poster which included Early Edu-

cation, Elementary Education, Secondary Education, and Spe-

cial Education. We look forward to the upcoming semester and 

events. 

 

Delta Chapter 
Submitted by Lynda Goodwin, Advisor 

     (Below) Delta members enjoy a holiday brunch December 

12, 2009, at Seasonõs 52 Restaurant. Seated are Glenda 

Jones, Sally Burton, Ann Allen, and Lynn Brackey. Standing are 

Joyce Starr, Jinna Clark, Lynda Goodwin, Liz Bunting, Lynn Tul-

lis, and Rosalyn Parsons. 
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     (Right) Lynda Goodwin 

(standing), Delta Chapter 

Advisor, presents Out-

standing Chapter Member 

Award to Joyce Starr. 

Barbara Evans 
     Our condolences go to the family of Barbara Evans, who 

passed away November 19, 2009. Ms. Evans was Advisor for 

the Beta Pi Chapter of KDE at the University of South Carolina 

and was the Southeast Regional Director, 2005-2008. She 

will be remembered for her lively science workshops at re-

gional and national meetings. 

Increase in Fees Sent to National KDE 
     Remember that Initiation Fees went up to $35 per new 

member on January 1, 2010. Be sure to use the new initiation 

forms or change the amount on your old forms. 

     Alumni dues also went up January 1, 2010, to $15 per 

member per year. 

     Chapters may want to change the amount they collect to 

reflect the new amount sent to National KDE. 

 

KDE Scholarships 
     $9,000 in KDE scholarship money will be awarded in May 

for use this fall or later. $750 will be awarded to each quali-

fied applicant (up to 12 awards). Each chapter may submit a 

scholarship application equal to the number of allocated dele-

gates at the 2008 convention. (If you do not know the number, 

please contact Suzanne Brown, National Treasurer.) The dead-

line for applications and attachments to be postmarked is 

March 15. Funds may be used for undergraduate or graduate 

studies. Applications are mailed in January to the main advi-

sor. Applications are also located on the webpage at 

www.kappadeltaepsilon.org. Please mail to: 

Toni Gorrell 

KDE Scholarship Chair 

201 Suelynn Dr. 

Normal, IL 61761 
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National Presidentõs Message 

     Continuing with our òKeys to Successó theme, one word 

that comes to mind is perseverance. If we donõt stick to a goal 

until its completion, does that mean we have failed? The key 

is what have we learned in the process. If we have learned 

that the original plan was not working and have gone a differ-

ent route, we will have succeeded in the long run. 

     I was pleased to be able to attend the North Regional Meet-

ing in November. It was educational and fun. A lot of activities 

were packed into three days. Congratulations to Carole Shea, 

North Regional Director, and Melanie Goodman, Advisor for 

the chapter at Chestnut Hill College, for a well-planned event. 

See the report elsewhere in this CURRENT. 

     Chapters in the South Region will be gathering in Birming-

ham, AL, the last weekend in February. Great activities have 

been planned by South Regional Director Lesley Sheek. It is 

not too late to get your registration in. Some monies are allo-

cated to chapters for travel so be sure to take a car load ñ 

donõt limit just to delegates. National Treasurer Suzanne 

Brown will be letting each chapter know the number of dele-

gates who will be eligible for travel stipends if they are present 

from the opening through the closing sessions.  

     Scholarship applications will be sent to each advisor by 

mid-January. They are due back to Scholarship Chair Toni Gor-

rell by March 15. Applications are also on the website as well 

as the USB drives given to each advisor in late 2008. The 

number of applications allowed by each chapter equals the 

number of delegates the chapter was allowed at the 2008 

national convention. 

     I am pleased to announce we will soon have a new chapter 

in KDE ñ Delta Eta at the University of the Pacific in Stockton, 

CA. 

     òAspire to inspire before you expire.ó As I get older, I am 

coming closer to the òexpirationó portion of this quote and I do 

hope at some time I have òinspiredó others. As teachers, it is 

your role to inspire others each day. If you have made the dif-

ference in at least one child, you will have succeeded in your 

goals. 

 

 

                                                                            Stay warm! 

Lynda Goodwin 

òKeys to Successó  

     ONE OF THE BEST STORIES IõVE EVER HEARD! Iõve received 

emails with this message more than once. It shows how we do 

make a difference, one student at a time. 

     Enjoy! 

                                                                               Lynda Goodwin 

 

     As she stood in front of her fifth grade class on the very first 

day of school, she told the children an untruth. Like most 

teachers, she looked at her students and said that she loved 

them all the same. However, that was impossible, because 

there in the front row, slumped in his seat, was a little boy 

named Teddy Stoddard. 

     Mrs. Thompson had watched Teddy the year before and 

noticed that he did not play well with the other children, that 

his clothes were messy and that he constantly needed a bath. 

In addition, Teddy could be unpleasant. It got to the point 

where Mrs. Thompson would actually take delight in marking 

his papers with a broad red pen, making bold Xõs and then 

putting a big òFó at the top of his papers. 

     At the school where Mrs. Thompson taught, she was re-

quired to review each childõs past records and she put Teddyõs 

off until last. However, when she reviewed his file, she was in 

for a surprise. 

     Teddyõs first grade teacher wrote, òTeddy is a bright child 

with a ready laugh. He does his work neatly and has good 

manners é he is a joy to be around.ó 

     His second grade teacher wrote, òTeddy is an excellent stu-

dent, well liked by his classmates, but he is troubled because 

his mother has a terminal illness and life at home must be a 

struggle.ó 

     His third grade teacher wrote, òHis motherõs death has 

been hard on him. He tries to do his best, but his father does-

nõt show much interest, and his home life will soon affect him 

if some steps arenõt taken.ó 

     Teddyõs fourth grade teacher wrote, òTeddy is withdrawn 

and doesnõt show much interest in school. He doesnõt have 

many friends and he sometimes sleeps in class.ó 

     By now, Mrs. Thompson realized the problem and she was 

ashamed of herself. She felt even worse when her students 

brought her Christmas presents, wrapped in beautiful ribbons 

and bright paper, except for Teddyõs. His present was clumsily 

wrapped in the heavy, brown paper that he got from a grocery 

bag. Mrs. Thompson took pains to open it in the middle of the 

other presents. Some of the children started to laugh when 

she found a rhinestone bracelet with some of the stones miss-

ing and a bottle that was one-quarter full of perfume. But she 

stifled the childrenõs laughter when she exclaimed how pretty 

the bracelet was, putting it on, and dabbing some of the per-

fume on her wrist. Teddy Stoddard stayed after school that 

day just long enough to say, òMrs. Thompson, today you 

smelled just like my mom used to.ó 

     After the children left, she cried for at least an hour. On that 

very day, she quit teaching reading, writing, and arithmetic. 

Instead, she began to teach children. Mrs. Thompson paid 

particular attention to Teddy. As she worked with him, his 

mind seemed to come alive. The more she encouraged him, 

the faster he responded. By the end of the year, Teddy had 

become one of the smartest children in the class and, despite 

her lie that she would love all the children the same, Teddy 

became one of her òteacherõs pets.ó 

     A year later, she found a note under her door from Teddy, 

telling her that she was the best teacher he ever had in his 

whole life. 

     Six years went by before she got another note from Teddy. 

He then wrote that he had finished high school, third in his 

class, and she was still the best teacher he ever had in his life. 

     Four years after that, she got another letter, saying that 

(Continued on page 6) 
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     Amanda Bond is a member 

of Alpha Sigma at The Univer-

sity of Alabama and is pursu-

ing a degree in Secondary 

Education in the area of Lan-

guage Arts. Her hometown is 

Pelham, Alabama. Amanda 

hopes to teach abroad at least 

one summer and would like to 

be in charge of a theatre club. 

She has won recognition for 

being an outstanding theatre 

and choral student. Amanda 

will graduate in May 2010. 

She was awarded The Clara 

Hall Scholarship. 

     Amanda Carter graduated 

from The University of Georgia in 

May 2009 with a BS in Educa-

tion. She served as president of 

the Alpha Epsilon Chapter at UG 

and is from Snellville, Georgia. 

Amanda is currently pursuing a 

Masterõs Degree in Early Child-

hood Education and plans to 

follow her life-long dream of be-

ing an elementary teacher. She 

was awarded The Bobby Jones 

Scholarship. 

     Alicia Cooper is an Early 

Childhood major at the Univer-

sity of Georgia. She hopes to 

teach in Georgia while com-

pleting a Masterõs Degree, 

followed by training to be an 

administrator. She will gradu-

ate in May 2010. Alicia is a 

member of Alpha Epsilon. She 

was awarded The Floreine 

Hudson Scholarship. 

     Carlie Edwards lives in 

Pelahatchie, Mississippi and 

will graduate from Belhaven 

College in May 2010 with an 

Elementary Education Degree 

with concentrations in reading 

and special education. She is 

a member of Rho Chapter. 

Originally from British Colum-

bia, Carlie moved twelve times 

and was home schooled by 

her mother from the age of 

eleven. She would eventually 

like to minister to orphans in 

India. Carlie was awarded The 

Billy Pounds Scholarship. 

     Toni Ann Ferraiolo is 

from Belleville, New Jersey 

and attends Caldwell Col-

lege. She is a member of 

Gamma Gamma Chapter 

and will graduate in May 

2010 with a degree in Ele-

mentary Education. Her con-

centration is English and 

she also has a special edu-

cation endorsement. Toni 

Ann plans to teach special 

education in New Jersey 

and will ultimately pursue a 

degree in administration. 

She was awarded The Rose-

mary Mazzatenta Scholar-

ship. 

     Anna Miskis-Neilson is pur-

suing a BA Degree in Child De-

velopment and Education and 

will graduate in May 2010 from 

Washington and Jefferson Col-

lege. She is from Pittsburgh, 

PA. Her KDE chapter is Gamma 

Omicron. Anna has a Spanish 

minor and has studied in 

Spain. She hopes to teach ele-

mentary education in the Pitts-

burgh area and attend gradu-

ate school at Duquesne Univer-

sity. Anna was awarded The 

Margaret Wight Scholarship. 


